[Hearing- and vestibular functions after neonatal hyperbilirubinaemia (author's transl)].
Cochlear- and vestibular function were investigated in 72 patients, aged between 4 and 7 years who had neonatal hyperbilirubinaemia. Markedly more and more serious damage was found in the group of patients, who as neonates had serum bilirubin levels above 25 mg-%. The frequency of loss of cochlear and vestibular function was significantly higher in patients with hyperbilirubinaemia for more than 4 days. Contrary to data published until now, it can be concluded that the vestibular apparatus is the most sensitive part of the nervous system to bilirubin.